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SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER 

 

PROJECT VERITAS, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

NEW YORK TIMES COMPANY, 
MAGGIE ASTOR, TIFFANY HSU, and 
JOHN DOES 1–5, 

Defendants. 

AFFIRMATION OF KATIE TOWNSEND 

IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR LEAVE 
TO FILE BRIEF OF AMICI CURIAE IN 

SUPPORT OF DEFENDANTS AND IN 
RESPONSE TO THE COURT’S ORDER 

TO SHOW CAUSE 

Index No. 63921/2020 

 

KATIE TOWNSEND, an attorney duly admitted to practice law before the courts of the 

State of New York, and not a party to the above-titled cause, affirms the following to be true 

under penalty of perjury: 

1. I am Legal Director at the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press (the 

“Reporters Committee”) and am counsel of record in this matter for the proposed amici curiae 

listed below, who respectfully move the Court for leave to file the accompanying amicus curiae 

brief in support of Defendants and in Response to the Court’s Order to Show Cause. 

2. The parties consent to the filing of the proposed brief of amici curiae, attached 

hereto as Exhibit A. 

3. The proposed amici curiae include: 

The Reporters Committee. The Reporters Committee is an unincorporated 
nonprofit association of reporters and editors dedicated to defending the First 
Amendment and newsgathering rights of the news media.  Founded by journalists 
and media lawyers in 1970, when the nation’s press faced an unprecedented wave 
of government subpoenas forcing reporters to name confidential sources, the 
Reporters Committee today serves as a leading voice for the legal interests of 
journalists and news organizations.   

Advance Publications, Inc. Advance Publications, Inc. is a diversified privately-
held company that operates and invests in a broad range of media, 
communications and technology businesses. Its operating businesses include 
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Conde Nast’s global magazine and digital brand portfolio, including titles such as 
Vogue, Vanity Fair, The New Yorker, Wired, and GQ, local news media 
companies producing newspapers and digital properties in 10 different metro 
areas and states, and American City Business Journals, publisher of business 
journals in over 40 cities. 

The Associated Press. The Associated Press (“AP”) is a news cooperative 
organized under the Not-for-Profit Corporation Law of New York.  The AP’s 
members and subscribers include the nation’s newspapers, magazines, 
broadcasters, cable news services and Internet content providers.  The AP 
operates from 280 locations in more than 100 countries.  On any given day, AP’s 
content can reach more than half of the world’s population. 

Bloomberg News. Bloomberg’s newsroom of more than 2,700 journalists and 
analysts delivers thousands of stories a day, producing content that is featured 
across multiple platforms, including digital, TV, radio, print and live events. 

Boston Globe Media Partners, LLC. Boston Globe Media Partners, LLC 
publishes The Boston Globe, the largest daily newspaper in New England. 

BuzzFeed. BuzzFeed is a social news and entertainment company that provides 
shareable breaking news, original reporting, entertainment, and video across the 
social web to its global audience of more than 200 million. 

The California News Publishers Association. The California News Publishers 
Association (“CNPA”) is a nonprofit trade association representing the interests 
of over 400 daily, weekly and student newspapers and news websites throughout 
California. 

Californians Aware. Californians Aware is a nonpartisan nonprofit corporation 
organized under the laws of California and eligible for tax exempt contributions 
as a 501(c)(3) charity pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code.  Its mission is to 
foster the improvement of, compliance with and public understanding and use of, 
the California Public Records Act and other guarantees of the public’s rights to 
find out what citizens need to know to be truly self-governing, and to share what 
they know and believe without fear or loss. 

The Center for Investigative Reporting (d/b/a Reveal). The Center for 
Investigative Reporting (d/b/a Reveal), founded in 1977, is the nation’s oldest 
nonprofit investigative newsroom. Reveal produces investigative journalism for 
its website https://www.revealnews.org/, the Reveal national public radio show 
and podcast, and various documentary projects. Reveal often works in 
collaboration with other newsrooms across the country. 

The Committee to Protect Journalists. The Committee to Protect Journalists is 
an independent, nonprofit organization that promotes press freedom worldwide.  
We defend the right of journalists to report the news without fear of reprisal.  CPJ 
is made up of about 40 experts around the world, with headquarters in New York 
City.  A board of prominent journalists from around the world helps guide CPJ’s 
activities. 
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The Daily Beast Company LLC. The Daily Beast delivers award-winning 
original reporting and sharp opinion from big personalities in the arenas of 
politics, pop-culture, world news and more. 

Daily News, LP. Daily News, LP publishes the New York Daily News, a daily 
newspaper that serves primarily the New York City metropolitan area and is one 
of the largest papers in the country by circulation. The Daily News’ website, 
NYDailyNews.com, receives approximately 100 million page views each month. 

Dow Jones & Company, Inc. Dow Jones & Company is the world’s leading 
provider of news and business information. Through The Wall Street Journal, 
Barron’s, MarketWatch, Dow Jones Newswires, and its other publications, Dow 
Jones has produced journalism of unrivaled quality for more than 130 years and 
today has one of the world’s largest newsgathering operations. Dow Jones’s 
professional information services, including the Factiva news database and Dow 
Jones Risk & Compliance, ensure that businesses worldwide have the data and 
facts they need to make intelligent decisions. Dow Jones is a News Corp 
company. 

The E.W. Scripps Company. The E.W. Scripps Company is the nation’s fourth-
largest local TV broadcaster, operating a portfolio of 61 stations in 41 markets. 
Scripps also owns Scripps Networks, which reaches nearly every American 
through the national news outlets Court TV and Newsy and popular entertainment 
brands ION, Bounce, Grit, Laff and Court TV Mystery. The company also runs an 
award-winning investigative reporting newsroom in Washington, D.C., and is the 
longtime steward of the Scripps National Spelling Bee.   

First Amendment Coalition. First Amendment Coalition is a nonprofit public 
interest organization dedicated to defending free speech, free press and open 
government rights in order to make government, at all levels, more accountable to 
the people.  The Coalition’s mission assumes that government transparency and 
an informed electorate are essential to a self-governing democracy.  To that end, 
we resist excessive government secrecy (while recognizing the need to protect 
legitimate state secrets) and censorship of all kinds. 

First Look Institute, Inc. First Look Institute, Inc. is a non-profit digital media 
venture that produces The Intercept, a digital magazine focused on national 
security reporting. First Look Institute operates the Press Freedom Defense Fund, 
which provides essential legal support for journalists, news organizations, and 
whistleblowers who are targeted by powerful figures because they have tried to 
bring to light information that is in the public interest and necessary for a 
functioning democracy. 

Forbes Media LLC. Forbes Media LLC is the publisher of Forbes Magazine as 
well as an array of investment newsletters and the leading business news website, 
Forbes.com. Forbes has been covering American and global business since 1917. 

Free Press. Free Press is a national, nonpartisan, non-profit organization with 
approximately 1.5 million members in the United States and around the world. It 
works to defend Internet freedom and press freedom, including the right of 
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journalists and others to gather and report on information as well as the public’s 
right to see, hear and read that information — both of which are crucial to a 
functioning democracy. Free Press has participated in numerous court and agency 
proceedings on media, telecommunications, and technology law topics, including 
those involving First Amendment issues, since the organization’s founding in 
2003. 

Freedom of the Press Foundation. Freedom of the Press Foundation (FPF) is a 
non-profit organization that supports and defends public-interest journalism in the 
21st century.  FPF works to preserve and strengthen First and Fourth Amendment 
rights guaranteed to the press through a variety of avenues, including building 
privacy-preserving technology, promoting the use of digital security tools, and 
engaging in public and legal advocacy. 

Gannett Co, Inc. Gannett is the largest local newspaper company in the United 
States. Our 260 local daily brands in 46 states — together with the iconic USA 
TODAY — reach an estimated digital audience of 140 million each month. 

Hearst Corporation. Hearst is one of the nation’s largest diversified media, 
information and services companies with more than 360 businesses. Its major 
interests include ownership of 15 daily and more than 30 weekly newspapers, 
including the San Francisco Chronicle, Houston Chronicle, and Albany Times 
Union; hundreds of magazines around the world, including Cosmopolitan, Good 
Housekeeping, ELLE, Harper’s BAZAAR and O, The Oprah Magazine; 31 
television stations such as KCRA-TV in Sacramento, Calif. and KSBW-TV in 
Monterey/Salinas, CA, which reach a combined 19 percent of U.S. viewers; 
ownership in leading cable television networks such as A&E, HISTORY, 
Lifetime and ESPN; global ratings agency Fitch Group; Hearst Health; significant 
holdings in automotive, electronic and medical/pharmaceutical business 
information companies; Internet and marketing services businesses; television 
production; newspaper features distribution; and real estate. 

The Inter-American Press Association. The Inter-American Press Association 
(IAPA) is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to the defense and promotion of 
freedom of the press and of expression in the Americas.  It is made up of more 
than 1,300 publications from throughout the Western Hemisphere and is based in 
Miami, Florida. 

The International Documentary Association. The International Documentary 
Association (IDA) is dedicated to building and serving the needs of a thriving 
documentary culture. Through its programs, the IDA provides resources, creates 
community, and defends rights and freedoms for documentary artists, activists, 
and journalists. 

Los Angeles Times Communications LLC. Los Angeles Times 
Communications LLC is one of the largest daily newspapers in the United States. 
Its popular news and information website, www.latimes.com, attracts audiences 
throughout California and across the nation. 
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The McClatchy Company, LLC. The McClatchy Company, LLC is a publisher 
of iconic brands such as the Miami Herald, The Kansas City Star, The 
Sacramento Bee, The Charlotte Observer, The (Raleigh) News & Observer, and 
the Fort Worth Star-Telegram.  McClatchy operates media companies in 30 U.S. 
markets in 16 states, providing each of its communities with high-quality news 
and advertising services in a wide array of digital and print formats.  McClatchy is 
headquartered in Sacramento, California.    

The Media Institute. The Media Institute is a nonprofit foundation specializing 
in communications policy issues founded in 1979.  The Media Institute exists to 
foster three goals: freedom of speech, a competitive media and communications 
industry, and excellence in journalism.  Its program agenda encompasses all 
sectors of the media, from print and broadcast outlets to cable, satellite, and online 
services. 

The Media Law Resource Center, Inc. The Media Law Resource Center, Inc. 
(“MLRC”) is a non-profit professional association for content providers in all 
media, and for their defense lawyers, providing a wide range of resources on 
media and content law, as well as policy issues. These include news and analysis 
of legal, legislative and regulatory developments; litigation resources and practice 
guides; and national and international media law conferences and meetings. The 
MLRC also works with its membership to respond to legislative and policy 
proposals, and speaks to the press and public on media law and First Amendment 
issues. It counts as members over 125 media companies, including newspaper, 
magazine and book publishers, TV and radio broadcasters, and digital platforms, 
and over 200 law firms working in the media law field. The MLRC was founded 
in 1980 by leading American publishers and broadcasters to assist in defending 
and protecting free press rights under the First Amendment. 

Mother Jones. Mother Jones is a nonprofit, reader-supported news organization 
known for ground-breaking investigative and in-depth journalism on issues of 
national and global significance. 

National Newspaper Association. National Newspaper Association is a 2,000 
member organization of community newspapers founded in 1885.  Its members 
include weekly and small daily newspapers across the United States. It is based in 
Pensacola, FL. 

The National Press Club Journalism Institute. The National Press Club 
Journalism Institute is the non-profit affiliate of the National Press Club, founded 
to advance journalistic excellence for a transparent society. A free and 
independent press is the cornerstone of public life, empowering engaged citizens 
to shape democracy. The Institute promotes and defends press freedom 
worldwide, while training journalists in best practices, professional standards and 
ethical conduct to foster credibility and integrity. 

The National Press Club. The National Press Club is the world’s leading 
professional organization for journalists. Founded in 1908, the Club has 3,100 
members representing most major news organizations. The Club defends a free 
press worldwide. Each year, the Club holds over 2,000 events, including news 
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conferences, luncheons and panels, and more than 250,000 guests come through 
its doors. 

The National Press Photographers Association. The National Press 
Photographers Association (“NPPA”) is a 501(c)(6) non-profit organization 
dedicated to the advancement of visual journalism in its creation, editing and 
distribution.  NPPA’s members include television and still photographers, editors, 
students and representatives of businesses that serve the visual journalism 
industry. Since its founding in 1946, the NPPA has vigorously promoted the 
constitutional rights of journalists as well as freedom of the press in all its forms, 
especially as it relates to visual journalism. The submission of this brief was duly 
authorized by Mickey H. Osterreicher, its General Counsel. 

New England First Amendment Coalition. New England First Amendment 
Coalition is a non-profit organization working in the six New England states to 
defend, promote and expand public access to government and the work it does. 
The coalition is a broad-based organization of people who believe in the power of 
transparency in a democratic society. Its members include lawyers, journalists, 
historians and academicians, as well as private citizens and organizations whose 
core beliefs include the principles of the First Amendment. The coalition aspires 
to advance and protect the five freedoms of the First Amendment, and the 
principle of the public’s right to know in our region.  In collaboration with other 
like-minded advocacy organizations, NEFAC also seeks to advance 
understanding of the First Amendment across the nation and freedom of speech 
and press issues around the world. 

New England Newspaper and Press Association, Inc. New England Newspaper 
and Press Association, Inc. (“NENPA”) is the regional association for newspapers 
in the six New England States (including Massachusetts). NENPA’s corporate 
office is in Dedham, Massachusetts.  Its purpose is to promote the common 
interests of newspapers published in New England.  Consistent with its purposes, 
NENPA is committed to preserving and ensuring the open and free publication of 
news and events in an open society. 

The News Leaders Association. The News Leaders Association was formed via 
the merger of the American Society of News Editors and the Associated Press 
Media Editors in September 2019.  It aims to foster and develop the highest 
standards of trustworthy, truth-seeking journalism; to advocate for open, honest 
and transparent government; to fight for free speech and an independent press; 
and to nurture the next generation of news leaders committed to spreading 
knowledge that informs democracy. 

The News Media Alliance. The News Media Alliance is a nonprofit organization 
representing the interests of digital, mobile and print news publishers in the 
United States and Canada.  The Alliance focuses on the major issues that affect 
today’s news publishing industry, including protecting the ability of a free and 
independent media to provide the public with news and information on matters of 
public concern. 
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Newsday LLC. Newsday LLC (“Newsday”) is the publisher of the daily 
newspaper, Newsday, and related news websites.  Newsday is one of the nation’s 
largest daily newspapers, serving Long Island through its portfolio of print and 
digital products. Newsday has received 19 Pulitzer Prizes and other esteemed 
awards for outstanding journalism. 

The Online News Association. The Online News Association is the world’s 
largest association of digital journalists.  ONA’s mission is to inspire innovation 
and excellence among journalists to better serve the public.  Membership includes 
journalists, technologists, executives, academics and students who produce news 
for and support digital delivery systems.  ONA also hosts the annual Online News 
Association conference and administers the Online Journalism Awards. 

The Philadelphia Inquirer. The Philadelphia Inquirer, owned by the Lenfest 
Institute for Journalism, is the largest newspaper in the United States operated as a 
public-benefit corporation. It publishes The Inquirer as well as the Philadelphia 
Daily News in print, and online at www.inquirer.com. The Inquirer has won 20 
Pulitzer Prizes. Under the non-profit ownership of the Institute, which is 
dedicated solely to the mission of preserving local journalism, the Inquirer is 
dedicated to public service journalism and news innovation.   

POLITICO LLC. POLITICO is a global news and information company at the 
intersection of politics and policy.  Since its launch in 2007, POLITICO has 
grown to nearly 300 reporters, editors and producers.  It distributes 30,000 copies 
of its Washington newspaper on each publishing day and attracts an influential 
global audience of more than 35 million monthly unique visitors across its various 
platforms. 

ProPublica. ProPublica is an independent, nonprofit newsroom that produces 
investigative journalism in the public interest.  It has won six Pulitzer Prizes, most 
recently a 2020 prize for national reporting, the 2019 prize for feature writing, and 
the 2017 gold medal for public service.  ProPublica is supported almost entirely 
by philanthropy and offers its articles for republication, both through its website, 
propublica.org, and directly to leading news organizations selected for maximum 
impact.  ProPublica has extensive regional and local operations, including 
ProPublica Illinois, which began publishing in late 2017 and was honored (along 
with the Chicago Tribune) as a finalist for the 2018 Pulitzer Prize for Local 
Reporting, an initiative with the Texas Tribune, which launched in March 2020, 
and a series of Local Reporting Network partnerships. 

Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting. Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting, based 
in Washington, DC, was founded in 2006 as a non-profit journalism center 
dedicated to supporting in-depth engagement with underreported global affairs 
through sponsorship of quality international journalism across all media platforms 
and a unique program of outreach and education to schools and universities. The 
Center supports over 150 international reporting projects each year, working in 
tandem with major international news outlets. 

Reuters News & Media LLC. Reuters, the news and media division of Thomson 
Reuters, is the world’s largest multimedia news provider. Founded in 1851, it is 

FILED: WESTCHESTER COUNTY CLERK 11/22/2021 06:12 PM INDEX NO. 63921/2020

NYSCEF DOC. NO. 187 RECEIVED NYSCEF: 11/22/2021

7 of 9



 8 

committed to the Trust Principles of independence, integrity and freedom from 
bias. With unmatched coverage in over 16 languages, and reaching billions of 
people worldwide every day, Reuters provides trusted intelligence that powers 
humans and machines to make smart decisions. It supplies business, financial, 
national and international news to professionals via desktop terminals, the world’s 
media organizations, industry events and directly to consumers. 

The Slate Group. The Slate Group publishes Slate, a daily online magazine. 
Slate features articles and podcasts analyzing news, politics and contemporary 
culture. 

The Society of Environmental Journalists. The Society of Environmental 
Journalists is the only North-American membership association of professional 
journalists dedicated to more and better coverage of environment-related issues. 

TIME USA, LLC. TIME is a global multimedia brand that reaches a combined 
audience of more than 100 million around the world. TIME’s major franchises 
include the TIME 100 Most Influential People, Person of the Year, Firsts, Best 
Inventions, Genius Companies, World’s Greatest Places and more. With 45 
million digital visitors each month and 40 million social media followers, TIME 
is one of the most trusted and recognized sources of news and information in the 
world. 

Tribune Publishing Company. Tribune Publishing Company is one of the 
country’s leading media companies. The company’s daily newspapers include the 
Chicago Tribune, New York Daily News, The Baltimore Sun, Sun Sentinel 
(South Florida), Orlando Sentinel, Hartford Courant, The Morning Call, the 
Virginian Pilot and Daily Press. Popular news and information websites, 
including www.chicagotribune.com, complement Tribune Publishing’s publishing 
properties and extend the company’s nationwide audience. 

The Tully Center for Free Speech. The Tully Center for Free Speech began in 
Fall, 2006, at Syracuse University’s S.I. Newhouse School of Public 
Communications, one of the nation’s premier schools of mass communications. 

VICE Media Group. VICE Media is the world’s preeminent youth media 
company. It is a news, content and culture hub, and a leading producer of award-
winning video, reaching young people on all screens across an unrivaled global 
network. 

The Washington Post. The Washington Post (formally, WP Company LLC d/b/a 
The Washington Post) is a news organization based in Washington, D.C. It 
publishes The Washington Post newspaper and the website 
www.washingtonpost.com, and produces a variety of digital and mobile news 
applications. The Post has won Pulitzer Prizes for its journalism, including the 
award in 2020 for explanatory reporting. 

WNET. WNET is the parent company of THIRTEEN, WLIW21, NJTV, 
Interactive Engagement Group and Creative News Group and the producer of 
approximately one-third of all primetime programming seen on PBS nationwide. 
Locally, WNET serves the entire New York City metropolitan area with unique 
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on-air and online productions and innovative educational and cultural projects. 
Over seven million viewers tune in to THIRTEEN, WLIW21 and NJTV each 
month, and the stations’ websites reach another 480,000 people. The news 
programming produced by WNET affiliates includes PBS NewsHour Weekend, 
NJTV News, and MetroFocus. 

4. The proposed brief of amici curiae explains that the restrictions contemplated by 

the Order to Show Cause, as well as the interim restrictions already imposed by the Order to 

Show Cause, violate the First Amendment. The proposed brief of amici curiae also emphasizes 

that permitting litigants to obtain orders restraining the speech of news organizations in the 

manner contemplated by the Order to Show Cause would harm news organizations’ ability to 

publish journalism of public interest.  

5. As organizations devoted to defending First Amendment freedoms, including the 

rights of journalists and media organizations to gather and publish newsworthy information, 

amici are uniquely positioned to address these issues.  Such arguments, which are not duplicative 

of those of Defendants, will aid the Court in ruling on the Motion pending before it. 

6. No party’s counsel authored this brief in whole or in part.  No party or party’s 

counsel contributed money that was intended to fund preparing or submitting this brief.  And no 

person other than amici, their members, and their counsel contributed money that was intended 

to fund preparing or submitting this brief. 

7. For these reasons, amici respectfully request that the Court grant them leave to 

file the accompanying amici brief.  

  
Dated: Washington, D.C. 
 November 22, 2021 
 
By: /s/ Katie Townsend  

Katie Townsend  
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